summer 2021

et ready to explore and go one
Gstep further when you discover

Bemidji, the first city on the Mis-
sissippi. Set in the center of northern
Minnesota, relax and enjoy urban life in
the country setting where you can see
fine art, enjoy incredible dining options
and experience over 400 lakes within a
25-mile radius of the city.

Bemidji is a summer destination that
ranks #1 in a few key attractions. Start-
ing with one of the most photographed
roadside attractions in Minnesota: the
statues of Paul Bunyan and Babe the
Blue Ox which have called the shores
of Lake Bemidji home since 1937. Paul
is 18 feet tall and he weighs two-and-a-
half tons. Babe was added next to Paul
in 1939. He weighs five tons and his
horns have a span of 14 feet.

Another reason to visit Bemidji is be-
cause it is the first city on the Mississip-
pi. You can find the start of the mighty

Mississippi just 26 miles southwest of
Bemidji at Itasca State Park. There, you
can walk across the source of the riv-
er. The Park offers something for ev-
eryone from bicycle and Pontoon rent-
als to educational opportunities. Lake
Itasca and its park offers the perfect af-
ternoon excursion when you plan your
stay in Bemidji.

After a year off from the pandemic,
Bemidji is excited to bring back summer
celebrations and events are what Bemi-
dji is known for. Starting with the 77th
Annual Bemidji Jaycees Water Carnival,
which runs from June 30th-July 5th,
2021. This 4th of July celebration in-
cludes carnival rides, games, food ven-
dors, a water ski show, parades and the
largest fireworks display in northern
Minnesota. Bemidji also offers a large
Art-in-the-Park event in mid-July, fea-
turing artists from all over the Mid-
west. The spirit of competition also

comes alive during the 15th Annual
Lake Bemidji Dragon Boat Festival Au-
gust 4th through the 7th. It’s not just
about Dragon Boat racing: festival ac-
tivities include great food, music, kids’
activities, a parade of teams, cultural
performances, camaraderie, and much
more all along the shores of beautiful
Lake Bemidji.

Bemidji also offers access to solace.
It’s where you can be one with nature
in the “Lost 40,” or go for a hike at the
Lake Bemidji State Park Bog Walk or
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enjoy a night of camping in the Chippe-
wa National Forest.

When you plan your trip to the Be-
midji area, you’ll find that you can per-
sonalize your lodging options. Wheth-
er you stay at one of our nine beautiful
hotels or one of our unique resorts, we
can guarantee that you’ll want to come
back for more. You can plan a stay in a
treehouse cabin at Kohl’s Resort or rent
a cabin on the shores of Lake Bemidji at
Ruttger’s Birchmont Lodge.
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Submitted photos
Whether you are staying at the Hampton Inn & Suites by
Hilton or the Doubletree by Hilton our properties offer
something for everyone. Separated by the Green Mill
restaurant and bar we have it all. Relax on the lakefront
patios or get active and rent a kayak, paddle board, or
our newest addition the water tricycle.

218 Relocate

If you are a telecommuter who relocates to the Bemidji area,
you may be ehg;b!e for th.'s program.

ab@ma@ﬁab@ ART FAIR AT
THE WINERY

YAlsolavailableYatlarea
ligodstoresfandiontoUawebsite s SAT. & SUN.,
AUG. 21 & 22,

Bemidiji is ranked #8 Beltrami County was Beltrami County was
2021 in North America by ranked #1in Minnesota selected by DEED as a
re¢\S le @ PCMag for best cities to for access to TelecommuterForward!

WD [Il @ Qv Open May-Dec work from home Gigabit internet speeds Community

218Relocate.com

It only takes a few minutes to apply!

14 miles North of Akeley on Hwy. 64 ¢ 25 miles South of Bemidii f
218-224-3535
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Harmony Food Go-op: Groceries, or full meals
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Welcome to Bemidji! No matter where
you're from or how long you're here, the
First City on the Mississippi is lucky to
have you. We have a fantastic local arts
scene, an internationally known state
university, and, of course, the natural
splendor of the Minnesota Northwoods.
As Bemidji’s only downtown full-service
grocery store, we here at Harmony Food
Co-op want to welcome you to our beau-
tiful city and do everything we can to
help you have the best summer possible!

Whether you're visiting to take in the
sights or heading out of town, there’s
nothing like local. Pick up some local
honey or maple syrup and enjoy a slice
of Bramble Bee Bread (baked right here
at Harmony!) and fresh fruit or veg-
gies from one of our many local farmers.
Create your own gift box of local good-
ies (like wild fruit jams and syrups with
wild rice pancake mix from Red Lake Na-
tion Foods and a pound of Alakef coffee)
and take a little piece of Bemidji with you
wherever you go.

Sure, we're a full-service grocery store,
but we're here for you when you don’t
feel like cooking, too. Our Good Food
Deli has housemade delights for every

meal and palate, from breakfast burritos
to take-and-bake pizzas. Enjoy lunch out-
side on our pergola patio and watch the
butterflies and bees frolic in our pollina-
tor garden or take it to go on a park bench
by the lake and wave to Paul and Babe.
If you're up for a day, a weekend, all
summer or all year, there’s no end of fun
things to do, and Harmony Co-op is de-
lighted to help you with all of them. Rent
a canoe at Diamond Point Park and see
downtown from a new angle. Try a state
park staycation and have a camp-
ing adventure without leaving town.
Pack a picnic lunch and check out
our area network of bike trails. Go
fishing and catch your own dinner,
then grill them right there on the
shore (or throw them back and get
a pizza). There’s rollerblading around
the lake, checking out the ladyslippers
on the Bog Walk at the state park, jump-
ing off the end of docks to cool off and
warming up around bonfires. We're
lucky to live here, we’re lucky to have
so many great new visitors every year,
and we can’t wait to share our love of
Bemidji with you!
-Submitted by Harmony Food

FOOD CO-OP

Expert Service o

Specialty Cheeses -«

\harmony

Here to meet your summer fun food needs!

Full Service Deli -
Affordable Prices
Bulk Foods & Herbs * Fair Trade & Organic Coffee

Organic & Local Produce -

Plant Based Proteins
Nitrate & Antibiotic Free Meats -
302 Irvine Avenue NW, Bemidji, MN 56601

€)@ Bemidji’'s Downtown Full-Service Grocery Store & Deli

Whole Foods.
Community Owned.
Everyone Welcome.

CELEBRATE SUMMER!

BEER * WINE - LIQUOR - ICE
BEMIDJI'S BEST LIQUOR STORE

NORTHERN
LIQUOR

OFF-SALE

Our Everyday Low Prices would be
specials at most other places.

Patio Seating

& more!
= 218-751-2009 = harmonyfoods.coop

3324 BEmMIDJI AVE N. e (218) 751-3312 ¢ WWW.NORTHER LIQ.COM

BEMIDJI’S BEST LIQUOR STORE HOURS: 9:00 AM- 10:00 PM MON.- SAT., 11AM- 6PM SUN.
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Moondance — The Gampin’ & Jammin’ Events of the Summer!

The events of the summer are held
right here in the Leech Lake/Chippewa
National Forest Area near Walker, Min-
nesota. Reconnect for some Moondance
Jammin time and come celebrate the
chance to just be YOU again!

First start out by celebrating 15 years
of country music at Moondance Jam-
min’ Country Fest, June 17-19. The
“biggest little country fest around” is a
three-day festival with Midland, Lau-
ren Alaina, Neal McCoy, Tyler Farr, Jo
Dee Messina as the start of a great line-
up of country performers. And also the
10th annual Moondance Softball Tour-
nament will be held during this festi-
val. Get your team together, play a lit-
tle ball and listen to a lot of great music.
Cash and Prizes will be awarded to the
top teams along with a team beer drink-
ing trophy!

Next join us for the biggest Rock Fes-
tival in Minnesota, Moondance Jam 30,
July 22-24, 2021. With over 50 bands on
4 stages and 4 great days of music and
rockin’, which includes Pre-Jam Wednes-
day night! Cheap Trick, Halestorm, Todd
Rundgren, Don Felder, Grand Funk Rail-
road, Night Ranger are just the beginning

S you nothing today.
ay save federal estate taxes.
« s flexible.

—

/|

of the great bands. This year as our BIG
festival events of the summer are com-
ing to a close be sure to follow us into
2022 as we will be bringing in smaller
but more events throughout the summer
along with seasonal camping! We’re hop-
ing to see many of you coming back time
after time, right here at Moondance!!

future gift to us as part of your estate plan:

. Might free more assets for your family due to tax savings.
. Enables you to leave a legacy that will make a
difference and be appreciated forever.

N(_)-ftﬁwest
Minnesota
Foundation

Developing Community Assets

But don’t let the fun stop there! Join
us for, “Fall in Northern Minnesota” at
our 8th Annual Harvest Moon Festival,
Saturday, September 18th. Taste a vari-
ety of unique beers, wine, spirits and de-
licious food pairings plus lots of adult
fun! End the evening with some great
bands and dancing in the MDJ Saloon.

NNING FOR YOUR FUTURE

uires selecting a destination, making reservations
here is another area of life that requires good
good estate plan can ensure you are prepared
 you have what you need when you need it.

zation in your plans and we’ll help you chart a course
that supports our work while benefiting you and your loved

For more information on why including us in your plans makes a
difference for you and for others, please call or email us. We are
happy to help! Ask for our free tools to assist you in your planning.
The Northwest Minnesota Foundation has been serving
the Northwest region since 1986. We invest resources,
facilitate collaboration, and promote philanthropy to
make the region a better place to live and work.
We have provided assistance and delivered
services resulting in millions of dollars
in local philanthropy being funneled

back to local organizations
that help us achieve our
mission.

218-759-2057
201 3rd St. NW Bemidji, MN 56601

Ashley Johnson, Senior Development Officer

ashleyj@nwmf.org

Dawn Ganje, Senior Development Officer

dawng@nwmf.org

Pre-Tastings on Friday night are host-
ed at participating restaurants in and
around the Walker/Leech Lake Area.
Make plans with your friends to stay the
weekend in our campgrounds or stay at
one of our nice hotels or resorts close by.

The Festival That Puts You Up Front
Moondance Jam began as a classic
rock festival with open festival seating
for all general admission ticket holders
and continues that tradition today, three
decades later! All ticket holders at Moon-
dance have equal opportunity to get up
to the front of the stage or sit back on
the lawn seating area. Concert goers who
wish to bring in a lawn chair need to pur-
chase a chair tag. Tags are available at the
gate for $25. Lawn chair seating spots
are given on a daily first-come, first-
served basis. The only way to “reserve”
a spot in the lawn chair seating area is
to get to the concert area early each day,
chairs must be taken out nightly. Acces-
sible seating is available in the concert
area with gate personnel and security
available for on-hand assistance.

MOONDANCE: Page 5
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From Page 1

Locations offer amenities such as wa-
tercraft rentals, dining, and access to
personalized adventures. Bemidji is also
home to amazing stories through its his-
tory. Bemidji is set in the heart of Native
American culture and is proud to have
its Native American heritage on display
throughout the city.

Bemidji is rich with arts and culture.
Whether it is visual, or the perform-
ing arts, Bemidji has art on display ev-
erywhere you look. The most obvious is
when you walk around downtown Bem-
idji and see massive works of art on dis-
play as part of the Bemidji Sculpture
Walk. Bemidji is also home to the Water
Art Center which showcases work from
artists from around the world. If you en-
joy stage productions, you can take in a
show at the Paul Bunyan Playhouse at
the historic Chief Theater in downtown
Bemidji.

The playhouse is the oldest, profes-
sional summer stock company in Min-
nesota, and draws actors from across
the state, region, and country. While in
downtown Bemidji you can check out our
great food district — all within walking

BEMIDJI

Visit Bemidji
distance. You can find food from all over
the world, such as fine Italian dining at
Tutto Bene, the best in Thai food at Tara,
an upscale breakfast at Red Stu, or an
all-American meal at Bar 209. Bemidji
Brewing, also located in historic down-
town, features many different beers but
is known for its award-winning German
Blonde Beer.

-Submitted by Visit Bemidji

MOONDANCE

From Page 4

Moondance has four different bars
with various specials throughout the
Jam. The Lazy Moon Bar & Grill features
a full food and bar menu, a Breakfast
Buffet and Bloody Mary Bar open Thurs-
day-Saturday 9:00 am until noon. The
bar/restaurant stays open until 11:00
pm serving food until 9:30 pm. Off sale
beer and liquor throughout the festival
and acoustic entertainment starting at
11:00 am. Relax and dine in our large
screened-in deck overlooking the back-
stage, keep your eyes peeled-odds are fa-
vorable for band sightings.

The MDJ Saloon and outdoor Tiki Bar
(just outside the Lazy Moon Bar & Grill)
have some of the biggest regional and
tribute bands at the Jam with entertain-
ment starting early afternoon and play-
ing into the evening. The Tiki Bar is the
only place where you can get yummy
tropical blended drinks.

Billy B’s, the Home of the Lem-
on Drop, built in honor of the late Bill
Bieloh, founder of Moondance, is defi-
nitely the place to be! Come in and join
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us for one of our many toasts to Bill.
Billy B’s overlooks the whole fair-
grounds right on down to the Nation-
al Stage. Billy B’s has free beer and wine
tasting at 1:00 pm on Friday hosted by
Craig Gilbertson, our Harvest Moon
Festival organizer, and a beer pong tour-
nament starting at noon on Saturday.

Moondance Camping Contest

The Moondance camping contest pre-
lims are on Thursday afternoon, with the
finals on Friday afternoon, in the camp-
grounds. It’s a lot of fun and the top two
campsites will win Backstage Bar passes!

Tickets = Camping = Location

Order online at MoondanceEvents.
net or by calling Renee at 218-836-1055.
Events should be reserved early for best
selection. The festival grounds are locat-
ed 6.5 miles east of Walker, 7050 39th
Ave. NW, Walker, MN.

No other large festivals provide the
down-home friendly feel of Moondance.
We are family owned and take great
pride in how we treat our customers.
The fans become a part of our extended
Moondance Family!

-Submitted by Moondance Jam
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Need a change of scenery and room
to roam? Maybe you've been thinking
of a simpler life in a community that is
just the right size, where you can en-
joy the great outdoors and the peace of
mind that northern living brings.

The 218 Relocate program offers
free incentives for remote workers to
move to (and thrive in) Bemidji, Min-
nesota. Here, you're able to strike the
perfect work-life balance. Our commu-
nity has all the regional center ame-
nities to support your business and
workforce, including Fiber Optic Giga-
bit Internet, while maintaining the
small town beauty and character that
make this place “home:.

If you are a telecommuter -
someone who performs the ma-
jority of their employment du-
ties remotely from a home office or
co-working space - who relocates
to the Bemidji area, you may be el-
igible for this program.

Relocation Packages Include:

« Up to $2,500 in reimbursed mov-
ing expenses and/or qualifying tele-
commuter expenses not already

covered by employer/company, in-
cluding Gigabit internet service which
is widely available throughout Bel-
trami County.

+ One-year membership to the
LaunchPad co-working space in the
historic Mayflower Building ($1,500
value).

+ Free access to the Community
Concierge Program, connecting you
and your family to the community.

+ Teleworking support and tools
through Effective Remote Work.

Apply online at 218relocate.
com and fill out a simple ap-
plication form.

Not able to telecommute for your
current job but have your heart set on
relocating to the Bemidji area? Not a
problem! Check out BemidjiWorks on
the 218 Relocate website to find tons
of job opportunities in the Bemidji
area! We’d love to have you here.

218 Relocate to Bemidji. Choose
Your Lifestyle. Live and work in
the Northland.

-Submitted by 218 Relocate
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Lakeside dining with a view

Takeout, Delivery & Room Service to our
hotel guests

Made-From-Scratch Menu

Daily Specials

Happy Hour: Mon-Fri, 3PM-6PM
Beach-Front patio & dockside delivery
during summer months

Order Online or via the Green Mill App!

BEMIDJI

92 Guest Rooms

Located on the South Shore of Lake
Bemidji

Signature warm Chocolate Chip Cookie
upon Check-In

Lakeside Rooms with Private Balconies
Wake-up DoubleTree Breakfast
Connected to the Green Mill Restaurant
Bar

Fitness Center, Spa-Pool

DoubleTree by Hilton
Bemidji

115 lakeshore drive
Bemidji, MN 56601
PALRYARYA]0)

bemidji.doubletree.com

1025 Paul Bunyan Dr. S.
218.444.1875
greenmill.com

100 Guest Rooms

Beautiful Lake View Rooms
Complimentary Hot Breakfast
Located on South Shore of Lake
Bemidji

Large Pool, Kids Pool &
Indoor/Outdoor Hot Tub
Wireless High-Speed Internet
South Shore Conference Center

Hampton Inn & Suites By
Hilton Bemidji

1019 Paul Bunyan Dr. S
Bemidji, MN 56601
218.751.3600

BemidjiSuites.Hamptoninn.com




